Discuss John Purcell’s character in “The Father.”

In the short story “The Father,” by Hugh Garner, John Purcell lacks a positive relationship with his son because he is judgmental, uncaring, and irresponsible.  First of all, John Purcell displays his judgmental nature when he reflects on other father/son relationships.  Even prior to going to the banquet, “he [isn’t] look[ing] forward to an evening spent in the company of a bunch of professional fathers, who [are] ‘real pals’ to their sons” (65).  He attempts to justify his poor relationship with his own son by criticizing other fathers’ relationships with their sons.  Furthermore, John Purcell is an incredibly uncaring father.  He does not even know the team that his son plays on, or any of his son’s friends.  Finally, John Purcell is irresponsible prior to and during the banquet, which ultimately destroys an important evening for his son.  Before going to the Scout banquet, John Purcell decides to drink with a few work buddies, which causes him to arrive home late.  Also, while at the banquet, he goes outside and “[has] three good drinks” (50) with another father.  His irresponsible act results in an embarrassing moment for Johnny when he goes to receive an award.  After examining John Purcell’s attitude towards the other parents, and his lack of discretion on an incredibly important night for his son, it has become evident that John’s poor relationship with his son is due to his judgmental, uncaring, and irresponsible nature. 
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