Writing a Pantoum
A pantoum is a poem with a strict form.  5 4-lined stanzas.  The 2nd and 4th of each stanza become the 1st and 3rd line of the next stanza.  The poem begins and ends with the same line.
Step 1: Examine the image and notice what feelings it brings up.  Which images strike you?  Why?  What do the images remind you of?  For example, when Tessa looked at the photo of the dinosaur bones, she thought they looked curled in a foetal position.
Step 2: A good way to warm up before you write is to compose a quick write detailing what you see in the picture, using as many descriptive images as you can.

· Instead of “the man is wearing a hat,” try “the ribbon on the gondolier's straw hat” 

· Instead of “it was a sunny day” try “sunlight forms a ribbon on the water”

· Instead of “the woman loves her daughter” try “my mom tied my hair in velvet ribbons”

· Instead of “the boy looks sad” try “no room for colour in my sadness”

· Instead of “there were many unhappy brides” try “the small bridges carry the brides to their deaths”

Step 3: Using your picture and the images you have created in your quick write, fill in each line below.  Be sure to use imagery in most of the lines (the things you can see, smell, taste, touch and hear).
1. It rained the day you...
2. They said...
3. Soon after...
4. All month...
5. Beneath the...
6. If only...
7. It was...
8. Walking the streets was like...
9. After dark...
10. I remember...
Step 5: A pantoum repeats lines.  So, you will repeat every line above twice but in the order on the backside of this sheet.  Create 5 4-lined stanzas called quatrains.
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Notice that the poem begins and ends with the same line.  Each line is repeated and interwoven.  Notice that the 2nd and 4th lines of each stanza become the 1st and 3rd of the next stanza.  This style, called the pantoum, works well for poems about memory, history, nostalgia, change, etc.  You may need to adjust some of the lines to make them work.  It's easiest not to enjamb in this type of poem.  Shorter lines may be more appropriate.  
