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Drug Offences

The Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act is the federal 
statute that deals with 
narcotics and other controlled 
drugs such as heroin, cocaine, 
and marijuana
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Drugs are known as 
Controlled 
Substances and are 
defined in Schedules 
1-5 of the act

CCC Drug Schedules 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-38.8/page-24.html#h-28
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There are three charges that we 
will be looking at relate to 
controlled substances 

Possession 

It is illegal to be in possession of 
any of the drugs listed in 
Sections I through III, unless 
prescribed for medical 
purposes

Penalties vary depending on 
type of substance and prior 
offences



  

Drug Offences

There are three charges that we 
will be looking at relate to 
controlled substances 

Possession 

Canadian Drug Laws

Legal in Washington 

Obama Response

http://mtplaw.com/criminal-law/drug-offences/?gclid=COjpie-Q67UCFexaMgodc1QAmQ
http://www.ctvnews.ca/world/marijuana-possession-now-officially-legal-in-washington-state-1.1068195
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/12/15/obama-wont-go-after-marijuana-use-in-colorado-washington-state/
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Possession is the state of 
having knowledge of and 
control over something



  

Drug Offences

Three things to remember when 
trying to get a possession 
conviction

1) the person in possession 
must know what the item is 
and have some measure of 
control over it



  

Drug Offences

Three things to remember when 
trying to get a possession 
conviction

2) A person may be found in 
possession even if he or she 
gave the item to another 
person

Cosby Show

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dINsrjZppv4
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Three things to remember when 
trying to get a possession 
conviction

3) A person can be charged with 
possession even if the person 
does not own the controlled 
substance or have it in his or 
her possession; as long as  
the person knows about it and 
consents to its possession by 
some one else

Claremont Agenda

http://claremont.sd63.bc.ca/pluginfile.php/4113/mod_resource/content/5/Code%20of%20Conduct%202012-2013.pdf
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Consent can be either “express” 
spoken, or “implied”  meaning 
you did nothing to remove 
yourself from the situation 
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Traficking: 

to sell, give, administer, 
transport, send, deliver, or 
distribute a controlled 
substance 

Traficking applies to Section IV 
substances as well

Traficking in Victoria

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/eight-charged-in-second-largest-drug-bust-in-victorias-history/article4287575/
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Possession with intent to traffic 
and trafficking carry identical 
penalties

The Crown must prove that the 
accused had an intent to sell 
the substance 

This can be proved by 

a) that the amount is too much 
for personal use

b) evidence is present, scale 
bags, etc.

c) the accused has offered to 
sell to someone
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Money Laundering 

is the practice of transferring 
cash or other property to 
conceal its origin 

Money Laundering explanation 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxqv5W77cJg
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Money Laundering

Money Laundering is a criminal 
offence

To convict someone for money 
laundering the crown must 
prove 

actus reas

Mens Rea, which in this case is 
the intention to convert  or 
conceal the illegally obtained 
money or the knowledge that 
is was obtained illegally

That the money in question 
exists 

http://www.cowichannewsleader.com/news/133041338.html
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Maximum penalty is ten years 

Can be tried as an indictable or a 
summary offence which is 6mos 
in jail and a $2000 fine

Under the CDSA the police can 
seize anything they believe has 
been obtained by committing a 
criminal offence

The police can also set themselves 
up as a money laundering 
operation to catch criminals

Casinos

http://metronews.ca/news/vancouver/30846/b-c-tightens-rules-aimed-at-preventing-money-laundering-at-casinos/
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