English 11 Poetry Editing
Editing Suggestions:

Description
· use poetic devices (simile, alliteration, metaphor, etc.)

· use power verbs (ex: “stroll” or “strut” instead of “walk”)

· use a strong noun instead of a weak noun supported by an adjective (ex: “The codger bolted down the lane” instead of “The very old man ran extremely quickly down the narrow road”)

· use concrete imagery 

· avoid clichés-- be original!!

Content
· appeal to emotion 

· leave your reader with something to think about or remember

· create a captivating title

Style/Form
· consider punctuation-- will you use it?  If so, where?

· consider the use of white space and line breaks-- how will you arrange the words on the page for visual impact and to lead your reader to pause for effect? 

Language Conventions
· proofread for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 
*Students have the option to submit one or more poems to the BCTELA Writing Contest. They will need to submit a “polished” copy of their poem along with a BCTELA entry form for each poem they wish to be considered for publication.
