
CHARACTERISTICS 
OF LIFE 



LIVING THINGS…. 
1. Are composed of cells 

 
2. Require energy to 
  survive 
 
 Autotrophs – use energy  
from the sun for photosynthesis 
 
 Heterotrophs – must ingest  
food for energy 
 
 

 



LIVING THINGS…. 
3. Grow, develop and change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Reproduce 



LIVING THINGS…. 

   5. Respond to stimuli  

 

   6. Display heredity 

   (inherit traits from  

        parents) 

 



LIVING THINGS…. 

 

 

 

7. Maintain an  

internal state of 

 balance =  

homeostasis 


