
KEEPING YOUR KIDS SAFE 

Working Together to Create Safe Environments for Learning

from bullying, harassment & intimidation

A Guide for Parents of Students in Grades K-12



EVERYBODY HAS A ROLE TO PLAY
Students can help by taking responsibility for their own 
behaviour – and also by speaking out when the rights or 
safety of others are threatened. 

Parents and families can help by teaching children to act 
in a caring way towards others, to get along with fellow 
students, manage angry feelings, and be assertive without 
being aggressive in standing up for themselves and others.

Parents can talk to their children about where they can go 
for help if they don’t feel safe or others aren’t safe.

Parents can listen actively to their children and encourage 
them to talk about their concerns. Sometimes children and 
youth are reluctant to talk about things that are worrying 
them and may require help to pinpoint what the problem 
is and to find words to express their feelings about it.

Parents can work together with schools to  
resolve problems.

Schools can set, communicate 
and consistently reinforce clear 

expectations of acceptable 
behaviour and hold students 
accountable for their actions.

Teachers can model, 
teach and encourage socially 

responsible behaviours, such 
as contributing to the school 
community, solving problems in 
peaceful ways, valuing diversity 
and defending human rights.

Schools can consistently teach and 
actively promote the behavioural 

expectations outlined in their 
school codes of conduct.

In a healthy school culture, students and adults feel 
a sense of belonging and relate to one another in 
positive, supportive ways.

Bullying, harassment, and intimidation are rare in a 
school community where behavioural expectations 
are explicitly stated and understood.

When students feel welcome, supported and safe, 
they are more engaged in learning.

Schools have a tool to help guide their efforts to 
enhance social responsibility among students and 
improve the social climate of their schools. The BC 
Performance Standards for Social Responsibility 
provide teachers, students and families with 
a common set of expectations for student 
development in four areas:

School Codes of Conduct
School codes of conduct must state behaviour 
expectations and outline age-appropriate consequences 
for unacceptable behaviour.

Examples of Acceptable Conduct:

Examples of Unacceptable Conduct:

Examples of bullying, harassment  
and intimidation:

Contributing to the Classroom and School Community

Solving Con!icts in Peaceful Ways

Valuing Diversity and Defending Human Rights

Exercising Democratic Rights and Responsibilities



IDENTIFYING BULLYING BEHAVIOUR

Bullying behaviour may be obvious or hidden – it is 
sometimes difficult to recognize. The following questions 
may help you determine if your child is being bullied or 
may be bullying others:

RESOURCES
The Ministry of Education and its education partners have 
provided a variety of materials to help schools and parents 
develop strategies to keep British Columbia schools safe.

Safe, Caring and Orderly Schools website:  
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sco/resources.htm

Look for:
Safe, Caring and Orderly Schools: A Guide

Diversity in BC Schools: A Framework

BC Performance Standards for Social Responsibility

Provincial Standards for Codes of Conduct

Safety and the Internet

Call It Safe 

The BCCPAC Advocacy Project 

1-888-351-9834
 www.bccpac.bc.ca

Youth Against Violence Line 

1-800-680-4264 
 info@youthagainstviolenceline.com

Bullying is learned behaviour that can be replaced 
with more positive behaviour.
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