POETRY TERMS – English 11

Figurative Language (affects the meaning of the poem)

Simile: a comparison between two things using “like” or “as”


Ex: “My love is like a red, red rose”

Metaphor: a comparison between two things, stating that one is another


Ex: “Her brother is a spinning top”

Personification: a non-human thing is given human characteristics


Ex: “The sun smiled down on me”

Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration used for effect


Ex: “I would walk 500 miles to see your smiling face”

Oxymoron: two contradictory ideas are side by side


Ex: “thunderous silence” “joyful pain”

Imagery: collection or pattern of images within a poem

Paradox: a statement which seems self-contradictory, but really isn’t upon closer reflection.


Ex: “The sound of silence”  “The child is father to the man”

Allusion: a reference to a famous person, event, place, or saying that is found in the Bible, literature, history or myth

Analogy: a comparison made between two things to show the similarities between them (used to explain something unfamiliar by comparing it to something familiar).

Auditory Devices: (affect the way a poem sounds)

Alliteration: the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words


Ex: “silently slithering”

Assonance: the repetition of vowel sounds within several words in a line


Ex: “

Consonance: The repetition of consonant sounds within several words in a line


Ex: “When first in his thirst so accursed he burst”

Onomatopoeia: a word whose sound imitates or suggests its meaning.


Ex: Cluck, meow, buzz, bang

Refrain: Part of a poem (word, phrase, or line) that repeats at intervals in the poem

Rhyme: The repetition of sounds in two or more words that appear close to each other


Ex: love - dove


Internal Rhyme: Rhyme which occurs within a line of poetry


Rhyme Scheme: The pattern of rhyme in a poem.  Letters are used  


to show the rhyme scheme. 


Ex: abcb aabb

Rhythm: the flow of a poem created by stressed and unstressed syllables

Other Poetry Terms

Speaker: The person(s) who “speaks” the words of the poem.  This is not necessarily the poet.  The speaker can be a creation of the poet (much like a narrator in a story).

Free verse: a poem without a pattern of line length, rhyme, or rhythm

Blank verse: verse written in unrhymed iambic pentameter

Stanza: a group of lines which form a division of a poem

Couplet: a two-line stanza (often the lines rhyme)

Quatrain: a four-line stanza

Diction: word choice, particularly for clarity, effectiveness, and precision

Types of Poems

Narrative: a poem that tells a story and organizes its action according to a sequence of time

Ballad: a narrative poem that contains a pattern of rhyme, much repetition and often a refrain.  Ballads usually tell of a dramatic event, such as the sinking of a ship.

Lyric: a short poem that expresses a speaker’s thoughts, feelings, or impressions

Sonnet: a 14-line lyric poem written in iambic pentameter

Concrete: a poem in which the shape of the poem contributes to its meaning

Parody: a poem written in humorous imitation of another poem (usually it imitates the tone and form of the original, but is written about a ridiculous topic).
